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As  members  o f  the  Student  Counc i l ,  representat i ves  o f  VUB 's
d iverse  and engaged s tudent  community ,  we  endeavour  to
deve lop a  p lan  that  seeks  to  defend the  interests  o f  a l l
s tudents .  I t  i s  w i th  th i s  goa l  in  mind that  our  po l icy  p lan  for
the  2023-2024  academic  year  came into  be ing .  We d iv ide  our
v i s ion  in  committees  fo r  innovat ion ,  educat ion ,  s tudent
fac i l i t ies  and internat iona l i sat ion .  However ,  th i s  does  not  mean
that  we are  not  work ing  on  th i s  as  a  team,  qu i te  the  contrary !  

In  the  fo l lowing pages ,  we  wi l l  set  spec i f ic  goa ls  we wi l l  work
on th i s  year ,  but  th i s  po l icy  p lan  i s  on ly  a  s tat ic  representat ion
of  rea l i t y .  In  fact ,  our  work  i s  not  l imi ted to  the  wal l s  o f
meet ing  rooms .  I t  i s  complemented by  your  invo lvement  and
part ic ipat ion .  We inv i te  you  a l l  to  par t ic ipate  in  conversat ions ,
to  share  your  perspect ives  and be  c r i t ica l ,  inc luding  for  us .
Both  interna l  par tners  such as  the  var ious  departments  and
students ,  but  a l so  externa l  par tners  such as  the  VVS and UAB
there fore  p lay  an  important  ro le  in  th i s .

 

INTRO

Our  commitment  goes  beyond the  academic  cur r icu lum;
we want  to  c reate  an  env i ronment  where  every  s tudent
fee l s  supported and heard .  We there fore  wish  to  engage in
var ious  in i t ia t i ves  that  promote  wel l -be ing  but  a l so
improve  the  overa l l  s tudent  exper ience .  

Centra l  to  th i s  i s  cu l t i vat ing  the  bond between VUB
departments  and s tudents  as  wel l  as  between s tudents
themselves .  We want  to  work  towards  c learer
communicat ion  f rom and to  the  un ivers i ty  ranks ,  c lear
s tudent  representat ion  wi th  respect  fo r  everyone ' s
background and deve lop ing  a  t rue  community .  A
community  in  which  not  on ly  academic  growth i s
promoted ,  but  each person i s  a l so  g iven  space  to  deve lop .

Diewert  Seynaeve  and Mar iem Negrouz
Resp .  Cha i rman and V ice-Chai rman

Student  Counci l  VUB 2023  -  2024

As  a  s tudent  counc i l  we  can only  br ing  about  rea l  changes  and shape the  future  by
work ing  together  wi th  a l l  o f  you .  So  that  each and every  s tudent  and our  VUB i t se l f  can
f lour i sh .
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STUDENT FACILITIES

A l t e r n a t i v e s  E v e n i n g  R e s t o  

The reopening of the evening restaurant at
the VUB seemed a logical step,  given the
need from a wide audience,  as observed by
the student council .  However,  after the
corona period,  this did not seem financially
feasible.  However,  the need from dorm and
evening students,  with classes taking place
after 5pm/18pm, remains.  

As  the  Student  Counc i l ,  we  are  look ing  at
a l te rnat ives  to  compensate  fo r  th i s  lack .  For
example ,  we  are  look ing  into  whether  the
cafeter ia  can  s tay  open longer  or  the  sandwich
bar  can  be  access ib le  fo r  longer  fo r  s tudents
who want  something  quick  to  eat .  However ,
the  most  important  th ing  remains  that  these
opt ions  a re  a l so  a f fo rdable .

R e s t  a n d  P r a y e r  R o o m s

The VUB has  a  huge d ivers i ty  o f  s tudents
f rom di f fe rent  backgrounds  and re l ig ions .
Cruc ia l  to  an  inc lus ive  campus  i s  that
these  s tudents  a re  a l so  par t  o f  the  VUB
community .  In  th i s ,  there fore ,  there  i s  an
urgent  need f rom the  s tudents  fo r  a
prayer  room.  Many  s tudents  do  not  f ind  a
su i tab le  p lace  to  pray .  As  s tudent  counc i l ,
we  there fore  want  to  support  the
students .  To  th i s  end ,  we are  look ing  at
what  opt ions  we have  to  prov ide  these
students ,  regard less  o f  re l ig ion ,  w i th  a
p lace  where  they  can exper ience  th i s .  

Bes ides  a  prayer  room,  a  res t  room i s  a l so
essent ia l  on  campus .  Many  s tudents
exper ience  overs t imulat ion  and need a
place  other  than the  l ib rary  or  res taurant
to  unwind .  A  space  wi thout  excess ive
noise  or  c rowds ,  but  wi th  a  cosy
atmosphere ,  equipped wi th  so f t  poufs
and se l f -he lp  books .  Creat ing  such an
atmosphere  g ives  s tudents  an
opportuni ty  to  re lax  fo r  a  whi le  and
promote  the i r  menta l  wel l -be ing .

S t u d y  S p a c e s

The l ibrary  on  the  Et terbeek  campus  i s
o f ten  overcrowded ,  both  in  the  morn ing
f rom 9  am and in  the  evening at  7  pm.  In
addi t ion ,  some s tudents  f ind  i t  very
d i f f icu l t  to  s tudy  at  home or  in  d igs .  e  as
the  Counci l  there fore  want  to  see  which
locat ions  we can use  throughout  the
academic  year  as  ext ra  s tudy  p laces .  Th i s
way ,  s tudents  can work  opt imal ly  on  the i r
s tudies .

L o c k e r s

With  the  growing number  o f  s tudents
and the  sought-a f ter  expans ion  o f  s tudy
spaces ,  new lockers  a re  be ing  cons idered
on our  campus .  Lockers  cur rent ly  ex i s t  fo r
per iods  o f  8  hours ,  but  we are  explor ing
opt ions  fo r  o f fe r ing  lockers  fo r  per iods  o f
a  semester  and/or  academic  year .
Prov id ing  lockers  fo r  sa fe  s torage  o f
s tudy  mater ia l s  can  be  an  at t ract i ve
so lut ion  for  s tudents  and to  prov ide
opportuni t ies  fo r  the  s tudents  who do
not  necessar i l y  have  the  best  s tudy
env i ronment  at  home.

The s tudent  populat ion  at  the  Vr i je  Univers i te i t  Brusse l  (VUB)  i s  g rowing rap id ly ,  which
br ings  severa l  cha l lenges ,  inc luding  in  te rms o f  s tudent  fac i l i t ies .  Our  pr io r i ty  i s  the
wel l -be ing  o f  s tudents  and creat ing  an  inc lus ive  campus  where  everyone fee l s  a t  home.
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INNOVATION

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  S t u d e n t  C o u n c i l

As a Student Council ,  we need to take a crit ical
look at ourselves and our own functioning. We
are aware that our functioning and our
decisions are not known to the student
community as we would l ike them to be.  In the
coming year ,  we wil l  work on init iatives around
the visibi l ity of the Council  and our decisions.  In
this way,  we want to work on connecting with
students and student associations.  Here,  it  is
important for us to identify the ways in which
we can best reach students.  In this way,  we can
develop and implement a supported policy.

We also wish to review the communication to
the various student representatives in al l  kinds
of councils and committees.  A student
representatives network that better identif ies
but also supports these representatives is
essential  to strengthen these indispensable
students.

T r a n s g e n d e r  P o l i c y

Inc lus iveness  in  a l l  i t s  facets  i s  important  to
the  s tudent  counc i l .  For  th i s  reason ,  we
want  to  work  towards  a  t ransgender  po l icy
for  the  VUB.  Th is  po l icy  wi l l  a im to
proact ive ly  remove bar r ie rs  and
discr iminat ion  aga inst  s tudents  who do not
ident i f y  as  heterosexua l  o r  c i sgender .  

A   pre l iminary  po l icy  s tudy  was   conducted  
in  2021 -2022 .  The  main  recommendat ion
was  that  there  i s  a  need for  a  cocreat ive
f ramework  for  gender  and ident i ty  a f fa i r s .
The  s tudent  counc i l  there fore  wants  to
work  on  th i s  f ramework  together  wi th
interested s tudents ,  the  VUB and var ious
actors .  In  th i s  way ,  we work  towards  a  VUB
where  every  s tudent ,  regard less  o f  the i r
ident i ty ,  fee l s  a t  home and welcome.e
actoren werken aan d i t  kader .  Zo  werken
we aan een VUB waar  e lke  s tudent
ongeacht  z i jn  ident i te i t ,  z ich  thu is  en
welkom voe l t .

  

R e - e v a l u a t i o n  o f  s u b s i d i e s  f o r
s t u d e n t  l i f e

I t  i s  important  fo r  us  to  quest ion  and
eva luate  cur rent  po l ic ies  su f f ic ient ly .  In
l ight  o f  a  t ight  budgetary  context  both  for
the  s tudent  fac i l i t ies  budget  and for  most
s tudent  assoc iat ions ,  i t  i s  important  fo r  the
Student  Counci l  to  look  at  the  subs id ies  the
counci l  g ives  to  s tudent  assoc iat ions .  We
wish  to  support  s tudent  assoc iat ions  and
thus  keep s tudent  l i fe  s t rong .  Here ,  we wi l l
have  to  weigh the  needs  o f  the  assoc iat ion ,
the  serv ices  they  prov ide  to  the  s tudent
community  and i t s  jus t i f iab i l i t y  to  the
student .   In  th i s  way ,  we opt imise  s tudent
l i fe  and he lp  them achieve  the i r  ambit ions .

The Innovat ion  Committee ' s  pro jects  th i s  year  wi l l  focus  on  s tar t ing  important  works  that
wi l l  have  a  long-term impact  on  how VUB s tudents  wi l l  remember  the i r  t ime at  the  VUB.  We
wi l l  a l so  take  a  c r i t ica l  look  at  our  own operat ions  and communicat ion  to  s tudents  in  the
sp i r i t  o f  F ree  Research .

S e n s e  o f  s e c u r i t y  i n  s t u d e n t  l i f e

Fee l ing  sa fe  on  campus  and by  extens ion  in
student  l i fe  i s  an  important  theme for  the
student  counc i l .  There  a re  a l ready  many
in i t ia t i ves  a round th i s  theme in  which  the
student  counc i l  par t ic ipates .  For  example ,
Fac i l i t y  Serv ices  organises  a  "Day  o f  Fee l ing  o f
Safety "  every  semester  where  they  engage in
d ia logue wi th  representat i ves  f rom the  ent i re
VUB Community .  The  s tudent  counc i l  supports
these  k inds  o f  in i t ia t i ves  and act ions  that
s t rengthen sa fety  and the  fee l ing  o f  sa fety .
Recent ly ,  we  a l so  worked out  an  a lcohol  and
drug pol icy  and a  bapt i sm f ramework .  We
cont inue  to  moni tor  th i s  c lose ly  but  a l so
remain  committed to  new in i t ia t i ves  such as
a la rm posts ,  among others .
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EDUCATION

P e r s o n a l i s e d  T i m e t a b l e s  

The recent  change to  the  c lass  t imetable
app brought  a  number  o f  changes .  Many
students  have  yet  to  get  to  gr ips  wi th  these ,
but  the  main  feedback  i s  the  need for  a
personal i sed  t imetable .  Ind iv idua l  s tudents
do not  a lways  fo l low the  model  t rack  or
dev iate  f rom i t  to  a  greater  o r  lesser  extent .
I t  i s  there fore  a l l  the  more  important  fo r
them to  have  a  good overv iew of  the i r
t imetable .

E a r l i e r  E x a m  T i m e t a b l e s

Current ly ,  exam t imetables  a re  re leased 4
weeks  in  advance .  Before  the  pandemic ,
however ,  th i s  was  a  cons iderably  ear l ie r .  We
there fore  wish  to  make the  necessary
e f for ts  to  make the  exam schedules
ava i lab le  ear l ie r .  Moreover ,  be ing  able  to
plan  the  b lock  and s tudy  per iod  ear ly  a l so
has  a  s t ress - reduc ing  e f fect .  Th i s  can  only
benef i t  our  s tudents '  s tudy  e f f ic iency  and
academic  success .  Moreover ,  th i s  reduct ion
in  s t ress  i s  a l so  good for  the  menta l  wel l -
be ing  o f  our  fe l low s tudents .

The a im of  th i s  po l icy  p lan  i s  to  prov ide  a  s t ructured f ramework  fo r  a l l  actors  wi th  whom
we work .  Wi th in  the  theme of  educat ion ,  th i s  year  we main ly  wish  to  work  on  s tudy  path
guidance  and re f lex  measures ,  the  deve lopment  o f  persona l  c lass  schedules  and ear l ie r
exam schedules .  We a l so  a im to  prov ide  a  hea l thy  f ramework  fo r  the  use  o f  A I  too ls  by
students  and teachers .

Co l laborat ion  wi th  s tudent  support  s ta f f  as  wel l  as  lecturers ,  ass i s tants ,  s tudents  and other
ranks  remains  essent ia l  w i th in  our  po l icy .  By  work ing  c lose ly  together  and regular l y
inc luding  d i f fe rent  perspect ives ,  we  s t r i ve  fo r  an  inc lus ive  and supported po l icy .

A I  T o o l s

Many s tudents  and teachers  use  A I  too ls  fo r
var ious  tasks  and other  educat ion- re lated
matters .  There fore ,  we  are  cur rent ly  invo lved
in  var ious  work ing  groups  to  deve lop a
spec i f ic  po l icy  f ramework  regard ing  the  use
of  A I  too ls .  Indeed ,  these  too ls  know
inva luable  va lue ,  but  the i r  use  i s  not  a lways
thoroughly  thought  out .  I t  i s  there fore
important  that  we integrate  these  too ls  into
our  educat ion ,  learn  to  use  them proper ly
wi thout  compromis ing  on  deve loping the
necessary  sk i l l s  in  the  process .
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INTERNATIONALISATION

D o r m  P o l i c y

Een be langr i jke  problemat iek  voor
internat iona le  s tudenten i s  het  kotenbele id .
Vanui t  het  bu i ten land een kot  rege len  komt
met  enorm vee l  moei l i j kheden en
ui tdagingen .  Op de  VUB maar  in  hee l
Brusse l  i s  het  las t ig  om een kot  te  v inden .
Op de  pr i vémarkt  zoeken komt dan ook  met
de nodige  problemen.  Internat iona le
studenten z i jn  h ier in  echter  nog ext ra
kwetsbaar ,  o .a .  voor  opl ichters .  Het  i s  dan
ook be langr i jk  om met  de  versch i l lende
partners  en  inste l l ingen a l sook  de
overheden te  bek i jken hoe  we deze
studenten het  beste  kunnen onders teunen .  

  

R e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
S t u d e n t s  

As  a  counc i l ,  we  should  represent  a l l
s tudents .  However ,  we  note  that  we do  not
a lways  manage to  have  the  necessary
internat iona l  vo ices  in  the  meet ing  rooms .
Th is  year ,  there fore ,  we  wi l l  commit  and
work  out  how to  better  invo lve  th i s  growing
student  populat ion  in  s tudent
representat ion .  Mot ivat ing  them to
part ic ipate  in  the  var ious  counc i l s  and
bodies  ensures  that  they  a re  an  integra l
par t  o f  the  VUB,  but  a l so  g ives  them a
greater  vo ice .

The VUB i s  a  un ivers i ty  wi th  a  hugely  d iverse  populat ion .  However ,  we  o f ten  forget  that  the
students  who are  here  a re  not  jus t  Be lg ian  s tudents .  Internat iona l  s tudents  come f rom far
and wide  to  s tudy  at  our  un ivers i ty .  By  not  a lways  invo lv ing  them proper ly ,  we  there fore  fa i l
to  turn  them not  into  passers -by  but  VUB 'ers .  We wish  to  fu l l y  respond to  the i r  needs  to
make the i r  exper ience  unforgettable  as  wel l .  To  th i s  end ,  we wi l l  a l so  work  c lose ly  wi th  ISP .
They  a re  an  ind ispensable  par tner  in  every  pro ject  we wish  to  deve lop .

C o m m u n i c a t i o n  t o  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
S t u d e n t s  

I t  i s  imperat i ve  that  communicat ion  about
what  we do  as  a  counc i l  a l so  reaches  the
internat iona l  s tudent  community .  The
inadequate  t rans fer  o f  in format ion  between
the  var ious  s tudent  representat i ves  i s  par t  o f  a
broader  i s sue ,  but  a f fects  these  s tudents
doubly .  We there fore  remain  committed to
c lear  and t ransparent  communicat ion  that  i s
a l so  spread in  Engl i sh .  Th i s  way ,  we invo lve  a l l
s tudents  in  our  operat ions .
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OUR TEAM
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OUR
P R E S I D E N T

V I C E - P R E S I D E N T

C O O R D I N A T O R  S T U D E N T  F A C I L I T I E S

C O M M I T T E E  F O R  S T U D E N T  F A C I L I T I E S

C O O R D I N A T O R  E D C U A T I O N

C O M M I T T E E  F O R  E D U C A T I O N

C O O R D I N A T O R  F O R  I N N O V A T I O N

C O M M I T T E  F O R  I N N O V A T I O N

M E M B E R S

More  in format ion  i s  a lways  ava i lab le  on  our  webs i te
s tudent . vub .be/s tudentcounci l

Emai l s  can  be  sent  to  s tudentenraad@vub .be .

You can a lways  fo l low the  la test  deve lopments  on  our  facebook page
'Student  Counci l  VUB ' .

You can f ind  p ictures  o f  our  act i v i t ies  on  the  instagram page :
ins tagram.com/studentenraadvub .

D I E W E R T  S E Y N A E V E

M A R I E M  N E G R O U Z

K H A D I J A  T A H I R

I M R A N E  B O U M E R I E M
S A N A E  C H I O U A

K H A T E R A  H A M I D
M I L A  T O D O R O F  

R I H A M  B O U N O U H

S A N A E  C H I O U A
B A S I L E  V A N  W E Y E N B E R G

L I S A  B O Y O N
A N N - S O P H I E  V E R B E E K

M A R I E M  N E G R O U Z
L A R A  S A I D   

B O B  S T O O P S

H A N N A H  W I N T E R S
A N O U K  V A N  A K E N

S A S H A  S O L A U
D I E W E R T  S E Y N A E V E

S A F O U A N E  B O U Y G H J D A N E
R A N E E M  S A D A K Y  

A L I  S A H L O L B E I
D I A N E  F A V O U R  M B O U N G O U  


